
1 
 

Truman College Reading Center 
PowerShot and Bootcamp Catalog  

Table of Contents 
POWERSHOTS ............................................................................................................................................... 2 

College Reading Review ............................................................................................................................ 2 

Vocabulary for Paraphrasing ..................................................................................................................... 2 

Highlighting and Annotating ..................................................................................................................... 2 

What Authors Don’t Tell You: Implied Main Ideas and Inferences .......................................................... 2 

Sum It Up: Summarizing Strategies for College Students ......................................................................... 2 

“I Don’t Get It”:  How to Think Through Your Reading Challenges ........................................................... 2 

The Critical Response ................................................................................................................................ 3 

GO with Graphic Organizers ..................................................................................................................... 3 

Fighting Words .......................................................................................................................................... 3 

Power Reading .......................................................................................................................................... 3 

BOOTCAMPS ................................................................................................................................................. 4 

ESL Reading Bootcamp .............................................................................................................................. 4 

Basic Reading Bootcamp ........................................................................................................................... 4 

Math Literacy Bootcamp ........................................................................................................................... 4 

Social Sciences and Education Literacy Bootcamp ................................................................................... 4 

Sum It Up Bootcamp ................................................................................................................................. 4 

The Critical Response Bootcamp .............................................................................................................. 5 

TEST PREP REVIEWS ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

Midterm Reading Review .......................................................................................................................... 5 

Final Reading Review ................................................................................................................................ 5 

 



2 
 

POWERSHOTS 

College Reading Review 
College reading is very different from any other type of reading.  This workshop reviews 

the Active Reading Strategies that professor expect to be used in college level courses.  

Includes previewing, highlighting and annotation, identifying topics, main ideas, and key 

details, and gives specific strategies for when you get stuck. Particularly useful for first 

semester students and students coming back to school after a long break. 

Vocabulary for Paraphrasing 
Paraphrasing can be hard!  This workshop introduces several methods of expanding 

your vocabulary in general, as well as focusing on how to use that vocabulary to 

paraphrase well. Students will practice paraphrasing and will receive a chart with 

common words and their synonyms. Useful for all reading and writing students. 

Highlighting and Annotating 
This workshop demonstrates how to use active reading and, specifically, highlighting 

and annotating, to deepen your understanding, pinpoint main ideas and key details, and 

to note your thoughts and reactions to the text.  Students will practice highlighting and 

annotating. Useful for all students.  

What Authors Don’t Tell You: Implied Main Ideas and Inferences 
Authors aren’t always clear and direct.  How can you “read between the lines” to find 

useful information?  This workshop focuses on how use critical thinking along with clues 

from the text to determine main ideas and make inferences.  Useful for all students. 

Sum It Up: Summarizing Strategies for College Students 
Summaries challenge students to find the most important information and restate it in 

their own words, while still giving credit to the original author.  That is a lot to think 

about!  This workshop shows how to identify the main idea and key details, along with 

other information necessary for writing a complete summary.  Useful for all students. 

 

“I Don’t Get It”:  How to Think Through Your Reading Challenges 
Sometimes the words just don’t make any sense!  What do you do when you just are 

“getting it”?  This workshop will give you the “fix-it-up strategies” you need to figure out 

what the problem is and solve it… all on your own!   Useful for all students. 
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The Critical Response 
In order to be a sophisticated college student, you need to think about what you are 

reading.  Being a critical reader means that you look for truth and falsehood in what you 

are reading, and that you can discuss what an author does well and what he or she does 

poorly.  This workshop will show you how to read closely and evaluate the key ideas in 

the text and write about them, using text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world 

connections.  Useful for all English and Reading students. 

GO with Graphic Organizers 
Graphic Organizers are a way to transform a text into a visual in order to help you 

understand the text better.  Venn diagrams, timelines, webs, lists, and trait charts are 

just a few of the graphic organizers you can use to make sense of complex information.  

Useful for all students.  

Fighting Words 
When we read, it is tempting to trust that the author is giving us the truth.  

Unfortunately, authors sometimes use poor reasons and assumptions to back up their 

claims.  How do you know when an author can be trusted and when they can’t?  This 

workshop covers tone, bias, credibility, and logic.  Useful for all students. 

Power Reading 
College students are expected to do a lot of reading… and fast!  How can you read, 

understand, remember, and recall all of that information?  This workshop can help!  

Learn how strategies such as reading for a purpose and skimming can help you read 

faster and more efficiently, while still remembering all that you need to know.  Useful 

for all students. 
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BOOTCAMPS 
 

ESL Reading Bootcamp 
Reading is hard.  Reading in another language is even harder.  Reading English as a 

Second Language is a real challenge!  This bootcamp offers students some tips and tricks 

especially designed for ESL students, including skimming, activating prior knowledge, 

using Greek and Latin word parts, focusing on key words and transitions, and how to 

speed up your reading.  Particularly useful for ESL students. 

Basic Reading Bootcamp 
Never really liked reading, but you know you have to do it?  Been out of school for a 

while?  This workshop reviews the basic concepts in reading, like identifying topics, main 

ideas, and key details.  We will also discuss specific strategies for when you get stuck. 

Particularly useful for first semester students and students coming back to school after a 

long break. 

Math Literacy Bootcamp 
Having trouble figuring out how to tackle your word problems?  Is your math textbook 

driving you crazy?  The Reading Center and The Math Center have teamed up to help 

math students learn to translate text to mathematics, and vice versa.  Useful for math 

students. 

Social Sciences and Education Literacy Bootcamp 
Social science and education majors do a great deal of reading!  This workshop focuses 

on reading case studies and research articles, social sciences/education vocabulary, 

writing your own case studies and observations, and more!  Useful for social sciences, 

education, and child development students 

Sum It Up Bootcamp 
Summaries challenge students to find the most important information and restate it in 

their own words, while still giving credit to the original author.  That is a lot to think 

about!  The Reading Center and The Writing Center team up to present this workshop 

which shows how to identify the main idea and key details, and how to write a complete 

and correct summary.  Useful for all students. 
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The Critical Response Bootcamp 
In order to be a sophisticated college student, you need to think about what you are 

reading.  Being a critical reader means that you look for truth and falsehood in what you 

are reading, and that you can discuss what an author does well and what he or she does 

poorly.  This workshop will show you how to read closely and evaluate the key ideas in 

the text and write about them, using text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world 

connections.  Useful for all English and Reading students. 

TEST PREP REVIEWS 
 

Midterm Reading Review 
Just in time for Midterm Exams, come brush up on your reading skills!  Topics vary 

depending on students’ needs, but will include how to read for a timed exam, answer 

multiple choice questions, and write short answer/essay questions based on a reading.  

Useful for all students. 

Final Reading Review 
Your semester is almost over and final exams are coming up soon.  Instead of stressing 

and worrying, come brush up on your reading skills!  Topics vary depending on students’ 

needs, but will include how to read for a timed exam, answer multiple choice questions, 

and write short answer/essay questions based on a reading.  Useful for all students. 

 


